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Purpose of Report To update the National Park Authority on progress with the 
National Trust’s plans for Pont ar Daf following the NPA 
discussion in August 2021.  Colleagues from the National 
Trust will attend to make a presentation.
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N/A

List of  Enclosures None

Public Interest Test N/A

Recommendation To note the update on progress from the  National 
Trust. 

1.1 Introduction 

The Pont ar Daf location, providing access to Pen-Y-Fan, is iconic within the Brecon 
Beacons National Park and is a nationally strategic site.  For the 530,000 plus annual 
visitors who arrive at this gateway location the facilities are currently poor, with cars 
parking perilously on verges and no toilet facilities. 

The National Trust (NT) were granted planning permission in December 2017 at Pont 
ar Daf to formalise the existing parking layout along the old road alignment, consisting of 
some 138 spaces and to create a further 123 spaces, providing a total of 261. 

The NT had picked up the proposal of their expanded car parking project prior to the 
expiration of their planning permission (December 2022) and were planning to 
implement the scheme as per the original application. NT is a charity, which like many 
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others has suffered significantly during the Covid pandemic.  The car parking project 
would provide significant annual income, assessed at over £200k, and is therefore 
attractive commercially.  But their interest in implementing the scheme goes wider than 
this, as they have been widely encouraged by other key partners to provide a solution 
to the car parking issues and they are keen to ensure that the site can fit within the 
wider ambition for the Park and the surrounding area.

Since planning permission was granted in 2017 the context has changed significantly. The 
imperative is for a low carbon future with an accessible, sustainable and efficient 
transport system1providing opportunities for equity of access, wellbeing, socio-
economic benefit, decarbonisation, and nature recovery.  

Following the NPA meeting on the 9th August 2021, where the National Trust scheme 
was discussed, it was agreed that the Chief Executive would meet with National Trust 
to explain the BBNPA position on the scheme and to consider whether any revisions to 
the scheme could be made to improve sustainable transport options, accessibility and 
safety.

1.2 Proposals

Following meetings with the National Trust and the CEO the National Trust wish to 
present the updated planned scheme to Members to provide an opportunity to highlight 
key aspects of the plan for implementation.  NT have been very receptive to and indeed 
share many of the BBNPA concerns and ambitions, and have shaped the scheme 
sensitively to be flexible and to work for the longer term.  

Members will receive a presentation outlining the scheme and there will be an 
opportunity to ask any questions about the scheme and its implementation.

1.3 Implications

The National Trust plan is important.  Pont ar Daf is a key site in the National Park, 
requiring a solution along the A470 corridor.  The National Trust plan is the most 
important first step.  A sustainable solution over the long term will require further 
detailed talks with NT, Visit Wales and Welsh Government Trunk Road Agency.

The implementation of a Sustainable Transport solution is still seen as a priority for the 
NPA.  The National Trust scheme will need to dovetail with any future sustainable 

1 https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-03/llwybr-newydd-wales-transport-strategy-2021-full-
strategy_0.pdf 
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transport solutions.  NT are onboard with that approach and have now planned the 
scheme accordingly.

1.4 Risk

The risk is that the planned National Trust scheme does not prevent continued verge 
parking and safety issues continue.

The National Trust scheme should enable a future sustainable transport scheme to be 
developed in the area to ensure equal access and decarbonisation, along with economic 
benefits for the towns of Merthyr and Brecon.

The scheme as presented by National Trust needs to be an exemplar scheme, suitable 
for this iconic area, with modern visitor facilities and providing opportunities to educate 
and inform visitors. 

1.5 Conclusion

Members are asked to note the revised National Trust site development plans which 
are due for implementation in the New Year.


